Anatomic basis of the liver for the development of a perihepatic prosthesis.
We studied specimens from 50 cadavers (27 men and 23 women) to obtain anatomical data concerning the liver and its attachments. The results allowed us to develop a polyglactin perihepatic prosthesis for compression of the injured liver. The falciform ligament and a narrowing of the hepatic parenchyma at this level allow attachment of the prosthesis. Separate prostheses were designed for each lobe. Clinical use has demonstrated that our prosthesis can be used to achieve effective control of haemorrhage and bile leakage.